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PATENT APPLICATION 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 
MASAHIRONISHIO 
Application No.: 10/615 ,303 
Filed: July 9, 2003 

For: INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS, 
INFORMATION PROCESSING METHOD, 
AND MEDIUM STORING THEREIN 
PROGRAM FOR EXECUTING THE METHOD 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 



Examiner: Terence J. Moore 
Art Unit: 2609 
Conf.No.: 7086 



February 20, 2007 



T .F.TTER SUBMITTING PAPE R S ( FNDER PPH PILOT PROGRAM 



Sir. 



Applicant hereby requests accelerated examination of the above-identified 
application under the Patent and Trademark Office's Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) 
Pilot Program based on allowed claims of the Japanese application from which the present 
application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19. Submitted herewith are the following 
documents for the accelerated examination: 

1 ) Request For Participation in PPH Pilot Program (Form PTO/SB/20) 

2) Decision to Grant a Patent (in Japanese) 

3) English translation of Decision to Grant a Patent 

4) Japanese Final (allowed) Claims (in Japanese) 

5) English translation of Japanese Final (allowed) Claims 

6) Japanese Notification of Reason for Refusal (in J apanese) 

7) English translation of Japanese Notification of Reason for Refusal 

1 hereby certify thai this correspondence is being iransmiUed by facsimile 
U> the U.S. Patpni and Trademark Office al (571) 273-0125 on 
February 20. 2QQ7 _ 



(Date of Transmission) 
Jennifer A. Reda (Reg. No,: 37 M0) 




of Atftniey ror Applicant/ 



fgbroflrv 20 2007 
D&le of Signature 
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8) Japanese Argument (in Japanese) 

9) English translation of Argument 

1 0) Japanese Notification of Decision of Refusal (in Japanese) 

1 1 ) English translation of Decision of Refusal 

1 2) Japanese Appeal (in Japanese) 

13) English translation of Appeal 

1 4) Japanese Explanation of Circumstances (in Japanese) 

1 5) English translation of Explanation of Circumstances 

1 6) Japanese Amendment filed August 1 , 2005 (in Japanese) 

17) English translation of Japanese Amendment filed August 1 , 2005 

1 8) Japanese Amendment filed August 1 , 2005 (in Japanese) 

19) English translation of Japanese Amendment filed August 1 , 2005 

20) Japanese Amendment filed March 28, 2005(in Japanese) 

2 1 ) English translation of Japanese Amendment filed March 2 8, 2005 

22) Japanese Amendment filed December 14, 2004 (in Japanese) 

23) English translation of Japanese Amendment filed December 14, 



24) Verification of translations 

25) Preliminary Amendment 

26) Information Disclosure Statement listing the references cited in the 
Japanese Rejection 



While it is not believed that a separate Petition to make special is required 



and that the Request (document 1) fulfills the requirements for such a Petition, should the 
Office determine that a separate Petition is required, this Letter should be treated as a 
Petition to make the application special under the Office's PPH Pilot Program, As set forth 
in the Request, the Petition fee should be charged to Deposit Account 06-1205. 



Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our New York office by 



telephone at (212) 218-2100. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
address given below. 



2004 



Respectfully submitted, 




FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3800 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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PTO/SB/20 (05-06) 

Approved for use through XX/XX/XXXX OMB 0651 00XX 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U S DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons ere required to respond to a collection of Information unless It displays a valid OMB control number. 



REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PATENT PROSECUTION HIGHWAY (PPH) PILOT PROGRAM 
BETWEEN THE JPO AND THE USPTO 



Application No,: 



10/615,303 



First Named Inventor: 



MASAHIRO NISHIO 



Filing Date; 



July 9, 2003 



Attorney Docket No.: 03500.017393. 



Title of the 
Invention: 



INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS, INFORMATION PROCESSING METHOD, AND 
MEDIUM STORING THEREIN PROGRAM FOR EXECUTING THE METHOD 



THIS REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PPH PILOT PROGRAM MUST BE FAXED TO: 

THE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS AT 571-27M125 DIRECTED TO THE ATTENTION OF MAGDALEN GREENLlEF 



APPLICANT HEREBY REQUESTS PARTICIPATION IN THE PATENT PROSECUTION HIGHWAY (PPH) PILOT 

PROGRAM AND PETITIONS TO MAKE THE ABOVE-IDENTIFIED APPLICATION SPECIAL UNDER THE PPH PILOT PROGRAM. 



The above-identified application validly claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a) and 37 CFR 1 .55 to one or more corresponding JPO 
application(s). 

The JPO application numbers) is/are; 2002-204282 
The filing date of the JPO applicatlon(s) is/are: 



1. List of Required Documents: 

a. A copy of all JPO office actions (including "Decision to Grant a Patent 11 ) In the above-Identified JPO 
application^). 

X Is attached. 

□ Is available via Dossier Access System. Applicant hereby requests that the USPTO obtain these documents 
via the Dossier Access System, 

b. A copy of all claims which were determined to be patentable by the JPO in the above-Identified JPO 
application^). 

X Is attached. 

□ Is available via Dossier Access System. Applicant hereby requests that the USPTO obtain these documents 
via the Dossier Access System. 

c. English translations of the documents In a. and b, above along with a statement that the English translations 
are accurate are attached, 

d. Information disclosure statement listing the documents cited in the JPO office actions is attached, 
Copies of all documents are attached except for U.S. patents or U.S. patent application publications. 



This collection of information is required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19, 37 CFR 1 .55, and 37 CFR 1 .102(d). The infomiatlon is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the 
public, which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .1 1 and 1.14. This collection Is 
estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending 
upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to 
(he Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. FAX COMPLETED FORMS TO; Office of the Commissioner for Patents at 571-273-0125, Attention: 
Magdalen Greenllef, 
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REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PATENT PROSECUTION HIGHWAY (PPH) PILOT PROGRAM 
BETWEEN THE JPO AND THE USPTO 

(continued) 



Application No.: 



10/615,303 



First Named Inventor: 



MASASHIRO NISHIO 



II. Claims Correspondence Table: 



Claims in US Application 



Patentable Claims 
in JP Application 



Explanation regarding the correspondence 



13 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 



Both claims 
arranged. 
Both claims 
Both claims 
Both claims 
Both claims 
Both claims 
arranged. 
Both claims 
Both claims 
Both claims 
Both claims 
Both claims 



are almost the same. Claim format is re- 
are the same, 

are the same except for dependency, 
are the same except for dependency, 
are the same except for dependency, 
are almost the same. Claim format is re- 
are the same, 

are the same except for dependency, 
are the same except for dependency, 
are the same except for dependency, 
are the same except for claim format. 



III. All the claims In the US application sufficiently correspond to the patentable/allowable claims in the JPO 
application. 



IV, Payment of Fees: 

The Commissioner Is hereby authorized to charge the petition fee under 37 CFR 1.17(h) as required by 37 CFR 
1.102(d) to X Deposit Account No. 503939 . 

□ Credit Card, Credit Card Payment Form (PTO-2038) Is attached. 



Signature da<VulAA A . l?JlA^ 


Date February 20, 2007 


Name \J U 
(PrintfTyped) Jennifer A. Reda 


Registration Number 57,840 



Page 2 
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WARNING: 

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may contribute to 
Identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers (other than a check or 
credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO to support a petition or an 
application. If this type of personal Information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO, petitioners/applicants should consider 
redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the USPTO. Petitioner/applicant Is advised that the 
record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the application (unless a non-publication request in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a patent Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may 
also be available to the public if the application is referenced in a published application or an Issued patent (see 37 CFR 114). Checks 
and credit card authorization forms PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained In the application file and therefore are 
not publicly available. 



Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached 
form related to a patent application or patent Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that (1) the general 
authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal 
purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a 
patent application or patent If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to 
process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of 
the patent 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1 . The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) 
and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to 
determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, 
magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations, 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request Involving an 
individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject 
matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information 
in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 
1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an Internationa! Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty In this system of records may be 
disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security 
review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her 
designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in 
records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in 
accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or 
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or Issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151 , Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the 
limitations of 37 CFR 1 . 14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in 
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open 
to public inspection or an issued patenL 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency, if 
the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 
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Japanese Patent No. 3715954 

[Claims] 

[Claim 1] 

An information processing apparatus which can 
communicate via a network with an external information 
processing apparatus which issues a disconnection 
notification based on disconnection from the network^ the 
information processing apparatus comprising: 

managing means for managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 

obtaining means for obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information from 
the external information processing apparatus , which is 
capable of communication; 

discriminating means for discriminating whether or not 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means and whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed by the managing means; and 

searching means for performing a search request for the 
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external information processing apparatus on the network if 
the discriminating means determines that, although the 
variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means, the fixed 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
does not coincide with the fixed identification information 
managed by the managing means. 
[Claim 2] 

The information processing apparatus according to Claim 
1, wherein: 

the obtaining means repetitively obtains fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information corresponding to the external information 
processing apparatus, which is capable of connecting to the 
network, from the network; and 

the discriminating means performs discrimination in 
response to implementation of obtainment by the obtaining 
means , 
[Claim 3] 

The information processing apparatus according to Claim 
1 or 2, wherein: the managing means manages, in the form of 
a list, the fixed identification information and variable 
identification information of the external information 
processing apparatus, which is capable of communication via 
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the network; and the discriminating means performs the 
discrimination by discriminating whether or not the variable 
identification information and fixed identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means exist in the 
list in response to the obtainment of the fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information of the external information processing apparatus 
by the obtaining means, 
[Claim 4] 

The information processing apparatus according to one 
of Claims 1 to 3, wherein the searching means includes 
storing means for receiving and storing, for updating, 
external information processing apparatus information from 
the external information processing apparatus on the network. 
[Claim 5] 

The information processing apparatus according to one 
of Claims 1 to 4, further comprising deleting means which, 
when the searching means searches for the external 
information processing apparatus and no response is received 
from the external information processing apparatus, deletes 
a device driver stored in the information processing 
apparatus, from which no response is received. 
[Claim 6] 

An information processing method for an information 
processing apparatus which can communicate via a network 
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with an external information processing apparatus which 
issues a disconnection notification based on disconnection 
from the network, the information processing method 
comprising: 

a managing step of managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 

an obtaining step of obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 

r 

the network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication; 

a discriminating step of discriminating whether the 
variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the variable identification 
information managed in the managing step and whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed in the managing step; and 

a searching step of performing a search request for the 
external information processing apparatus on the network if 
it is determined in the discriminating step that, although 
the variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the variable identification 
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information managed in the managing step, the fixed 
identification information obtained in the obtaining step 
does not coincide with the fixed identification information 
managed in the managing step. 
[Claim 7] 

The information processing method according to Claim 6, 
wherein: 

in the obtaining step, fixed identification information 
and variable identification information corresponding to the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of connecting to the network, are repetitively obtained from 
the network; and 

discrimination is performed in the discriminating step 
in response to implementation of obtainment in the obtaining 
step, 
[Claim 8] 

The information processing method according to Claim 6 
or 7, wherein: in the managing step, the fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information of the external information processing apparatus, 
which is capable of communication via the network, are 
managed in the form of a list; and the discrimination is 
performed in the discriminating step by discriminating 
whether or not the variable identification information and 
fixed identification information obtained in the obtaining 
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step exist in the list in response to the obtainment of the 
fixed identification information and variable identification 
information of the external information processing apparatus 
in the obtaining step. 
[Claim 9] 

The information processing method according to Claim 8, 
wherein the searching step includes a storing step of 
receiving and storing, for updating, external information 
processing apparatus information from the external 
information processing apparatus on the network. 
[Claim 10] 

The information processing apparatus according to one 
of Claims 6 to 9, further comprising a deleting step of, 
when, in the searching step, the external information 
processing apparatus is searched for and no response is 
received from the external information processing apparatus, 
deleting a device driver stored in an information processing 
apparatus from which no response is received. 
[Claim 11] 

A control program for allowing a computer to execute 
one of the methods in Claims 6 to 10. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re PATENT APPLICATION of 
Inventor; Msahiro NISHIO 
Application No. 10/615,303 

Title: INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS, INFORMATION PROCESSING 
METHOD, AND MEDIUM STORING THEREIN PROGRAM FOR EXECUTING THE 
METHOD 



VERIFIED TRANSLATION OF DO CUMENTS CONCERNING JAPANESE PATENT APPLICATION 

The undersigned, of the below address, hereby certifies that he/she well knows both the 
English and Japanese Languages, and that the attached are accurate translations of the documents 
listed below concerning Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-204282: 

Amendment 

Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination 

Notification of Reason for Refusal 

Argument 

Amendment 

Decision to Grant a Patent 

Appeal 

Amendment 

Amendment 

Decision to Grant a Patent 
Final Claims 

Signed this 28th day of December , 2006 



Signature: 




Name: Masanobu OKUMATSU 
Address: 1-29-3-404, Omorikita, Ota-ku, Tokyo, 
143-0016 Japan 
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[Name of Document] 
[Date of Submission] 
[Addressee] 



Amendment 
December 14, 2004 

Commissioner of the Patent Office 



[Description of the Case] 

[Application No.] Patent Application No. 2002-204282 

[Person Submitting the Amendment] 



[Id. No,] 
[Address] 

[Name] 

[Representative] 
[Phone No. ] 
[Agent] 
[Id. No.] 
[Address] 



000001007 

30-2, Shimomaruko 3-chome, Ohta-ku, 
Tokyo 

CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
Fujio MITARAI 
03-3758-2111 



Keizo NISHIYAMA 
03-3758-2111 



100090538 

c/o CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA, 30-2, 
Shimomaruko 3-chome Ohta-ku, Tokyo 

[Patent Attorney] 

[Name] 

[Phone No. ] 
[Amendment 1] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 

[Name of Item to be Amended] Claims 

[Manner of Amendment] Change 

[Content of Amendment] 
[Claims] 
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[Claim 1] An information processing apparatus which 
can communicate with an external information processing 
apparatus via a network, the information processing 
apparatus having: 

managing means for managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
' apparatus; 

obtaining means for obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication; 

discriminating means for discriminating whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed by the managing means and whether or not 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means; and 

changing means for changing a setting of a control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information on the 
basis of the variable identification information obtained by 
the obtaining means if the discriminating means determines 
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that, although the fixed identification information obtained 
by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means, 
the variable identification information obtained by the. 
obtaining means does not coincide with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means. 

[Claim 2] The information processing according to 
Claim 1, wherein: 

the obtaining means repetitively obtains fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information corresponding to a peripheral device which is 
removably connected to the network from the network; and 

the discriminating means performs discrimination in 
response to implementation of obtainment by the obtaining 
means. 

[Claim 3] The information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 2, wherein: 

the managing means manages, in the form of a list, the 
fixed identification information and variable identification 
information of the external information processing apparatus, 
which is capable of communication via the network; and 

the discriminating means performs the discrimination by 
discriminating whether or not the variable identification 
information and fixed identification information obtained by 
the obtaining means exist in the list in response to the 
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obtainment of the fixed identification information and 
variable identification information of the external 
information processing apparatus by the obtaining means. 

[Claim 4] The information processing apparatus 
according to one of Claims 1 to 3, wherein the obtaining 
means issues a search request to the external information 
processing apparatus and obtains the fixed identification 
information and variable identification information added to 
the external information processing apparatus, which is 
capable of communication, 

the information processing apparatus further has job 
control means for controlling a job process so that, in a 
case in which a response to the request from the obtaining 
means is obtained and the discriminating means determines 
that, although the fixed identification information included 
in the response obtained by the obtaining means coincides 
with the fixed identification information managed by the 
managing means, the variable identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means does not coincide with the 
variable identification information managed by the managing 
means, the changing means changes the setting of the control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information by 
using the variable identification information, and the job 
process is subsequently controlled so as to request the 
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external information processing apparatus to execute a job, 
and so that, if the response from the obtaining means cannot 
be obtained, the job process is controlled so as not to 
request the execution of the job. 

[Claim 5] The information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 4, wherein, when fixed identification 
information added to the search request coincides with fixed 
identification information set in the external information 
processing apparatus, or when variable identification 
information added to the search request coincides with the 
variable identification information assigned to the external 
information processing apparatus, the external information 
processing apparatus responds to the information processing 
apparatus, which issues the search request, with a response 
including the variable identification information or fixed 
identification information corresponding to the external 
information processing apparatus, and the obtaining means 
enters a mode for awaiting obtainment of the response to the 

search request. 

[Claim 6] An information processing method for an 
information processing apparatus which can communicate with 
an external information processing apparatus via a network, 
the method having: 

a managing step of managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 

- 5 - 
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processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 

an obtaining step of obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication; 

a discriminating step of discriminating whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed in the managing step and whether the 
variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the variable identification 
information managed in the managing step; and 

a changing step of changing a setting of a control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information on the 
basis of the variable identification information obtained in 
the obtaining step if it is determined in the discriminating 
step that, although the fixed identification information 
obtained in the obtaining step coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed in the managing step, the 
variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step does not coincide with the variable 
identification information managed in the managing step. 



02/20/2007 15:54 FAX 1212 218 4552 FITPATRICK - NY 



@ 123 



[Claim 7] The information processing method according 

to Claim 6, wherein: 

in the obtaining step, fixed identification information 
and variable identification information corresponding to a 
peripheral device which is removably connected to the 
network are repetitively obtained; and 

discrimination is performed in the discriminating step 
in response to implementation of obtainment in the obtaining 
step. 

[Claim 8] The information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 6 or 7, wherein: 

in the managing step, the fixed identification 
information and variable identification information of the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of communication, are managed in the form of a list; and 

the discrimination is performed in the discriminating 
step by discriminating whether or not the variable 
identification information and fixed identification 
information obtained in the obtaining step exist in the list 
in response to the obtainment of the fixed identification 
information and variable identification information of the 
external information processing apparatus in the obtaining 
step . 

[Claim 9] The information processing method according 
to one of Claims 6 to 8, wherein: 
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in the obtaining step, a search request is issued to 
the external information processing apparatus and the fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information added to the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication, are obtained; 
and 

the information processing method further has a job 
control step of controlling a job process so that, in a case 
in which a response to the request in the obtaining step is 
obtained, and, in the discriminating step, it is determined 
that, although the fixed identification information included 
in the response obtained in the obtaining step coincides 
with the fixed identification information managed in the 
managing step, the variable identification information 
obtained in the obtaining step does not coincide with the 
variable identification information managed in the managing 
step, in the changing step, the setting of the control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information is 
changed by using the variable identification information, 
and the job process is subsequently controlled so as to 
request the external information processing apparatus to 
execute a job, and so that, if the response in the obtaining 
step cannot be obtained, the job process is controlled so as 
not to request the execution of the job. 
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[Claim 10] The information processing method according 
to Claim 9, wherein, when fixed identification information 
added to the search request coincides with fixed 
identification information set in the external information 
processing apparatus, or when variable identification 
information added to the search request coincides with the 
variable identification information assigned to the external 
information processing apparatus, the external information 
processing apparatus responds to the information processing 
apparatus, which issues the search request, with a response 
including the variable identification information or fixed 
identification information corresponding to the external 
information processing apparatus, and the obtaining means 
enters a mode for awaiting obtainment of the response to the 
search request. 

[Claim 11] A control program executed in an 
information processing apparatus which can communicate with 
an external information processing apparatus via a network, 
the control program allowing the information processing 
apparatus to execute: 

a managing step of managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 
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an obtaining step of obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication; 

a discriminating step of discriminating whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed in the managing step and whether the 
variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the variable identification 
information managed in the managing step; and 

a changing step of changing a setting of a control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information on the 
basis of the variable identification information obtained in 
the obtaining step if it is determined in the discriminating 
step that, although the fixed identification information 
obtained in the obtaining step coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed in the managing step, the 
variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step does not coincide with the variable 
identification information managed in the managing step. 

[Claim 12] A network system including an external 
information processing apparatus and an information 
processing apparatus, wherein: 
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the external information processing apparatus includes 
notification control means for controlling a process for 
notifying a predetermined common network address of set 
variable identification information and fixed identification 
information when the set variable identification information 
is changed or at predetermined time intervals; and 

the information processing apparatus includes: 
managing means for associating variable 
identification information and fixed identification 
information obtained from the network with each other to 
form a set; 

obtaining means for executing a process for 
repetitively obtaining the variable identification 
information and the fixed identification information which 
are notified from the external information processing 

apparatus; and 

discriminating means for discriminating whether or 
not a set of the variable identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means and the fixed identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means differs from the 
set of variable identification information and fixed 
identification information which is managed by the managing 
means in response to the process for obtaining the variable 
identification information and the fixed identification 
information which are notified from the external information 
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processing apparatus by the obtaining means. 

[Claim 13] A method for controlling a network 
including an external information processing apparatus and 
an information processing apparatus, wherein: 

the external information processing apparatus executes 
a notification control step of controlling a p rocess for 
notifying a predetermined common network address of set 
variable identification information and fixed identifi cation 
information when the set variable identification i nformation 
is changed or at predetermined time intervals; and 

the information processing apparatus executes: 
a managing step of associating variable 
identification information and fixed identification 
information obtained from the network with each other to 
form a set/_ 

an obtaining step of executing a process for 
repetitively obtaining the variable identification 
information and the fixed identification information which 
are notified from the external information processing 

apparatus; and 

a discriminating step of discriminating whether or 
not a set of the variable identification information 
obtained in the obtaining step and the fixed identification 
information obtained in the obtaining step differs from the 
set of variable identification information and fixed 
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identification information which is managed in the managing 
step in response to the process for obtaining the variable 
identification information and the fixed identification 
information which are notified from the external info rmation 
processing apparatus in the obtaining step. 

[Amendment 2] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0012 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0012] 

The invention in Claim 1 is an information processing 
apparatus which can communicate with an external information 
processing apparatus via a network, the information 
processing apparatus having: managing means for managing 
fixed identification information fixedly added to the 
external information processing apparatus and variable 
identification information variably added to the external 
information processing apparatus; obtaining means for 
obtaining the fixed identification information and the 
variable identification information via the network from the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of communication; discriminating means for discriminating 
whether or not the fixed identification information obtained 
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by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means and 
whether or not the variable identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means coincides with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means; 
and changing means for changing a setting of a control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information on the 
basis of the variable identification information obtained by 
the obtaining means if the discriminating means determines 
that, although the fixed identification information obtained 
by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means, 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means does not coincide with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means. 

[Amendment 3] 
. [Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0018 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0018] 

The inventions in Claims 6 to 10 are omitted since they 
are method inventions corresponding to Claims 1 to 5, and 
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the invention in Claim 11 is omitted since it is an 
invention of a control program which corresponds to Claim 1. 
The invention in Claim 13 is a system invention 
corresponding to Claim 12. 
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[Name of Document] Explanation of Circumstances 

Concerning Accelerated Examination 
[Date of Submission] December 20, 2004 
[Addressee] Commissioner of the Patent Office 

[Description of the Case] 

[Application No.] Patent Application No. 2002-204282 

[Person Submitting the Amendment] 



[Id. No.] 
[Address] 

[Name] 

[Representative] 
[Phone No. ] 
[Agent] 
[Id. No.] 
[Address] 



000001007 

30-2, Shimomaruko 3-chome, Ohta-ku, 
Tokyo 

CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
Fujio MITARAI 
03-3759-2111 

100090538 

c/o CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA, 30-2, 
Shimomaruko 3-chome Ohta-ku, Tokyo 



[Patent Attorney] 

[Name] Keizo NISHIYAMA 

[Phone No.] 03-3758-2111 
[Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated 
Examination] 
1. Circumstances 

The applicant filed patent applications in the United 
States and China. A United States Patent Application Number 
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is 10/615303 and a Chinese Patent Application Number is 
03146009.7. Substantial actions have not. been issued from 
the United State Patent Office and the Chinese Patent office 
yet. 

2. Disclosure of Related Art and Comparison 

(1) Although the applicant has already submitted an 
Amendment simultaneously with submission of a Request for 
Examination, the applicant intends to make further 
amendments. 

(2) Scope of Search, etc. of Related Art 

By using an in-house database storing Japanese Patent 
Office publications, the following search was conducted. 
"Full-text specifications" were searched by using search 
keywords = " 'MAC address ' * ' IP address V* • not set'" and IPC = 
"G06F+H04L" (49 hits) . Documents 2 and 3 were obtained as a 
result of search. Document 1 is a material that a person in 
charge found by chance. 

Related art documents are Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 
11-282644 (Document 1), Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2000- 
122944 (Document 2), and Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 11- 
053143 (Document 3) . 

(2) Comparisons with Related art 

Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 11-282644 (Document 1) 
discloses one that displays an alert error message in a case 
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in which, for a device, setting of an IP address identical 
to that of a different device on a network is attempted. 
However, fixed identification information and variable 
identification information are not premised. 

In addition, Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2000-122944 
(Document 2) discloses a technology which searches for a 
device by using a MAC layer search technique called 
configurater packet, and which displays present- settings of 
MAC addresses, IP addresses, etc., of devices . in list form. 
Although Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 11-053143 (Document 
3) has no description concerning display, it discloses a 
technology similar to that in Document 2. However, it does 
not disclose the technical features "discriminating means 
for discriminating whether or not the fixed identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means coincides with 
the fixed identification information managed by the managing 
means and whether or not the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means coincides with 
the variable identification information managed by the 
managing means, and changing means for changing a setting of 
a control program for controlling the external information 
processing apparatus having the fixed identification 
information on the basis of the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means if the 



- 3 - 



02/20/2007 15:46. FAX 1212 218 4552 FITPATRICK - NV 12)060 



discriminating means determines that, although the fixed 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
coincides with the fixed identification information managed 
by the managing means, the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means does not 
coincide with the variable identification information 
managed by the managing means". 

An advantageous effect cannot be obtained, the effect 
enabling solving a problem of occurrence of a case in which 
each of network devices cannot normally receive a 
disconnection notification from a peripheral device that 
attempts to perform disconnection from a network, as in the 
inventions in the present application having the above 
technical features, for example, such. as a case in which a 
peripheral device is down without sending a disconnection 
notification, or a case in which, before a disconnection 
notification of a peripheral device reaches each of 
different peripheral devices, another new peripheral device 
participates in a network by using on-network identification 
information identical to that of the peripheral device and 
initiates communication. 
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Reference No. 4630002 



Dispatch No. 022684 
Dispatch Date: January 25, 2005 
of Reason for Refusal 



Notification 



Patent Application No. 
Drafting Date 
JPO Examiner 
Agent / Applicant 
Applied Provision 



2002-204282 

January 20, 2005 

Tsutomu NAKAGI 3464 5X00 

Keizo NISHIYAMA (one other) 

Patent Law Sections 29(2) 



This application is refused for the reason mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the reason, 
such argument should be submitted within 60 days from the 
date on which this notification was dispatched. 



The inventions in the claims noted below of the subject 
application are unpatentable under Patent Law Section 29(2) 
since they could have been easily made by persons who have 
common knowledge in the technical field to which the 
inventions pertain, on the basis of the inventions described 
in the publication below which was distributed prior to the 
filing of the subject application or the inventions made 
available to the public through telecommunication lines 
prior to the filing of the subject application in Japan or 
other countries. 

Note (The list of cited documents etc is provided below) 

• Claims 1-13 

- Cited Document: 1 

• Remark 

Cited document 1 describes that 



Reason 
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"in a network system in which network devices on a network 
respectively manage logical addresses of the devices and 
communicate one another by using information of the managed 
logical addresses, 

information of correspondence between SLMID (fixed 
identification information: paragraph number [0064] 
describes use of a MAC address) and IP address (variable 
identification information) of each device is separately 
stored and managed, and 

a network device, which receives an exchange request as 
information corresponding to an IP address and SLMID, 
updates the stored corresponding information (that is, on 
the basis of the exchange request, only the IP address is 
changed since SLMID is invariable) when only one piece of 
the corresponding information matches". 

Difference 1 

The present application differs from Cited document 1 
in that the subject application includes a feature of 
"changing a setting of a control program", while Cited 
document 1 does not describe any driver although it 
describes a change in IP address. 

Difference 2 

The subject application differs from Cited document 1 
in that the subject application includes a feature of 
"issuing a search request and obtaining fixed identification 
information and variable identification information", while 
Cited document 1 does not describe the above-described 
configuration* 

Difference 3 

The subject application differs from Cited document 1 
in that the subject application includes a feature of 
"controlling a job process", while Cited document 1 does not 
describe the above-described configuration. 
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Regarding Difference 1 

The universal plug and play (UPnP) in which, in 
communication between information processing apparatuses, a 
driver is automatically installed in a removable manner and 
on the basis of device identification is well-known art. 
Accordingly, and whether to apply the UPnP technology is 
matter of design that should be selected as needed by a 
person skilled in the art. 

Regarding Difference 2 

RARP that requests a different device to search for an 
IP address from MAC addresses is well-known art. 
Accordingly, whether to apply RARP is matter of design that 
should be selected as needed by a person skilled in the art. 

Regarding Difference 3 

The network devices in Cited document 1 include a 
printer. Accordingly, to control a job process is naturally 
needed when the printer is used. 

Therefore, it could have been easily conceived by 
persons skilled in the art that, by applying well-known art 
and changing design as needed, the technical features of 
Claims 1-13 in the subject application are made. 

If any reason for refusal is found later, it will be 
notified. 

List of cited documents etc. 
1. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
2001-326656 



Record of the results of prior art search 
•Technical fields searched: Int. Cl(7) 

- 3 - 



02/20/2007 15:41 FAX 1212 218 4552 FITPATRICK - NV 



12)021 



H04L12/28-46 
G06F13/00 

•Prior art documents: 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
2002-094531 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
2002-182919 

This record is not part of the reason for refusal. 

Any inquiry concerning this notification should be 
directed to: 

WAKIMIZU, Data Network Division, Fourth Patent 
Examination Department. 

TEL : 03-3581-1101 (Ext. 3556) 
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[Name of Document] 
[Date of Submission] 
[Addressee] 



Argument 
March 28, 2005 

JPO Examiner, Tsutomu NAKAGI 



[Description of the Case] 

[Application No.] Patent Application No. 2002-204282 



[Applicant for Patent] 
[Id. No.] 
[Address] 

[Name] 

[Representative] 
[Phone No . ] 
[Agent] 
[Id. No,] 
[Address] 



000001007 

30-2, Shimomaruko 3-chome, Ohta-ku, 
Tokyo 

CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
Fujio MITARAI 
03-3758-2111 



100090538 

c/o CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA, 30-2, 
Shimomaruko 3-chome Ohta-ku, Tokyo 

[Patent Attorney] 
[Name] 
[Phone No, ] 
[Dispatch No. ] 
[Contents of Argument] 
(1) Gist of Reason for Refusal 

In the Notification of Reason for Refusal dispatched on 
January 25, 2005, the Examiner states the following finding: 
"Difference 1 



Keizo NISHIYAMA 

03-3758-2111 

022684 
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The present application differs from Cited document 1 
in that the subject application includes a feature of 
"changing a setting of a control program" , while Cited 
document 1 does not describe any driver although it 
describes a change in IP address . 
Difference 2 

The subject application differs from Cited document 1 
in that the subject application includes a feature of 
"issuing a search request and obtaining fixed identification 
information and variable identification information", while 
Cited document 1 does not describe the above-described 
configuration . 
Difference 3 

The subject application differs from Cited document 1 
in that the subject application includes a feature of 
"controlling a job process" , while Cited document 1 does not 
describe the above-described configuration. 

Regarding Difference 1 

The universal plug and play (UPnP) in which, in 
communication between information processing apparatuses, a 
driver is automatically installed in a removable manner and 
on the basis of device identification is well-known art. 
Accordingly, and whether to apply the UPnP technology is 
matter of design that should be selected as needed by a 
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person skilled in the art. 

Regarding Difference 2 

RARP that requests a different device to search for an 
IP address from a MAC address is well-known art. 
Accordingly, whether to apply RARP is matter of design that 
should be selected as needed by a person skilled in the art, 

Regarding Difference 3 

The network devices in Cited document 1 include a 
printer, . Accordingly, to control a job process is naturally 
needed when the printer is used. 

Therefore, it could have been easily conceived by 
persons skilled in the art that, by applying well-known art 
and changing design as needed, the technical features of 
Claims 1-13 in the subject application are made," 

Having considered the items pointed out by the Examiner, 
the applicant will submit an Amendment on the same day and 
states the following argument. 

(2) The inventions in the present application are identified 
as described in the Claims to be submitted on the same day* 
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The invention in Claim 1 is characterized by "an 
information processing apparatus which can communicate via a 
network with an external information processing apparatus 
which issues a disconnection notification based on 
disconnection from the network, the information processing 
apparatus comprising: 

managing means for managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 

obtaining means for obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication; 

discriminating means for discriminating whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed by the managing means and whether or not 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means; and 

changing means for changing a setting of a control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information on the 
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basis of the variable identification information obtained by 
the obtaining means if the discriminating means determines . 
that, although the fixed identification information obtained 
by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means, 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means does not coincide with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means, 
wherein : 

the obtaining means repetitively obtains, from the 
network, fixed identification information and variable 
identification information corresponding to the external 
information processing apparatus, which is capable of 
connecting to the network; and 

the discriminating means performs discrimination in 
response to implementation of obtainment by the obtaining 
means" . 

The invention in Claim 12 is independent from Claim 1 
premising fixed identification information and variable 
identification information. The invention in Claim 12 is 
characterized by "an information processing apparatus which 
can communicate via a network with an external information 
processing apparatus which issues a disconnection 
notification based on disconnection from the network, the 
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information processing apparatus comprising: managing means 
for managing fixed identification information fixedly added 
to the external information processing apparatus and 
variable identification information variably added to the 
external information processing apparatus; obtaining means 
for obtaining the fixed identification information and the 
variable identification information via the network from the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of communication; discriminating means for discriminating 
whether or not the variable identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means coincides with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means and 
whether or not the fixed identification information obtained 
by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means; 
and search means for performing a search request for the 
external information processing apparatus on the network if 
the discriminating means determines that, although the 
variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means , the fixed 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
does not coincide with the fixed identification information 
managed by the managing means". 
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(3) Explanation of the Inventions in the present application 
(a) Exemplification of Grounds for Amendment 

The description "an information processing apparatus 
which can communicate via a network with an external 
information processing apparatus which issues a 
disconnection notification based on disconnection from the 
network " in Claim 1 is based on. 

In addition, the description " the information 
processing apparatus in which fixed identification 
information and variable identification information 
corresponding to the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of connecting to the network are 
repetitively obtained from the network, and, in response to 
implementation of obtainment by the obtaining means, 
discrimination is performed by the discriminating means " 
includes original Claim 2, For example, there is a 
disclosure in S5001-S5003 in Fig. 5. 

The description " an information processing apparatus 
which can communicate via a network with an external 
information processing apparatus which issues a 
disconnection notification based on disconnection from the 
network " in Claim 12, 

the description " managing means for managing fixed 
identification information fixedly added to the external 
information processing apparatus and variable identification 
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information variably added to the external information 
processing apparatus; and 

obtaining means for obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication " are based on, 
for example, the description of S5010 in Fig. 5. 

In addition, the description " search means for 
performing a search request for the external information 
processing apparatus on the network if the discriminating 
means determines that, although the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means coincides with 
the variable identification information managed by the 
managing means, the fixed identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means does not coincide with the 
fixed identification information managed by the managing 
means " is based on, for example, the description of S5017 in 
Fig, 5. 

The description " the obtaining means repetitively 
obtains fixed identification information and variable 
identification information corresponding to the external 
information processing apparatus, which is capable of 
connecting to the network; and the discriminating means 
performs discrimination in response to implementation of 
obtainment by the obtaining means " in Claim 15 is based on, 
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for example, the descriptions of S5001-S5003 and S5010- 

The description " the managing means manages , in the 
form of a list, the fixed identification information and 
variable identification information of the external 
information processing apparatus, which is capable of 
communication via the network; and 

The discriminating means performs the discrimination by 
discriminating whether or not the variable identification 
information and fixed identification information obtained by 
the obtaining means exist in the list in response to the 
obtainment of the fixed identification information and 
variable identification information of the external 
information processing apparatus by the obtaining means " in 
Claim 16 is based on, for example, the description of 
paragraph 34. 

The description " the search means includes storing 
means for receiving and storing, for updating, external . 
information processing apparatus information from the 
external information processing apparatus on the network " in 
Claim 17 is based on the description of paragraph 43- 

The description " deletion means in which, when the 
search means searches for the external information 
processing apparatus and receives no response from the 
external information processing apparatus, the deletion 
means deletes a device driver stored in an information 
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- processing apparatus from which no response is received " in 
Claim 18 is based on, for example, the description of S6005 
in Fig. 6. 

[1] Explanation of the Invention Described in Cited Document 

Cited document 1 describes that "when a network device 
transmits a set of an updated IP address and SLMID to a 
different device, in an address table of the different 
device , only an IP address corresponding to an unchanged IP 
address is updated" . 

[2] Comparison between the Inventions in the Subject 
Application and the invention in Cited Document 
[2]-l Regarding Claim 1 
• Premise 

The invention in Cited document 1 relates to one in 
which, when receiving a set of an IP address and SLMID, the 
different device updates an address table- This address 
table is used for name solution. 

Unlike that, the invention in Claim 1 relates to "an 
information processing apparatus which can communicate via a 
network with an external information processing apparatus 
which issues a disconnection notification based on 
disconnection from the network". Accordingly, the "control 
program setting technology (changing means) of the invention 
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in the subject application' 1 and the address table changing 
technology in Cited document 1 in this premise are to be 
clearly distinguished from each other. 

• Issue 

In the above premise, in the invention in Claim 1, when 
an external information processing apparatus fails to 
receive a disconnection notification representing 
disconnection of the external information processing 
apparatus from a network due to congestion in network and 
sudden power down of the external information processing 
apparatus, consistency of settings of a control program in 
an information processing apparatus can be established. 
This issue is not recognized in Cited document 1. 

• Technical Features 

Although Cited document 1 describes that "after a 
network device transmits a set of an updated IP address and 
SLMID" to a different device, in an address table of the 
different device, only an IP address corresponding to an 
unchanged IP address is updated", Cited document 1 does not 
describe how the discrimination is performed for updating, 
and it may not be said that Cited document 1 includes an 
explicit description of "discriminating means for 
discriminating whether or not the fixed identification 
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information obtained by the obtaining means coincides with 
the fixed identification information managed by the managing 
means and whether or not the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means coincides with 
the variable identification information managed by the 
managing means" or it may not be said that Cited document 1 
has a similar description (Difference A) . 

In addition, from the reason in the Premise, Cited 
document 1 never includes "changing means for changing a 
setting of a control program for controlling the external 
information processing apparatus having the fixed 
identification information on the basis of the variable 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
if the discriminating means determines that, although the 
fixed identification information obtained by the obtaining 
means coincides with the fixed identification information 
managed by the managing means, the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means does not 
coincide with the variable 'identification information 
managed by the managing means" (Difference B) . 

These technical features produce an advantageous effect 
(advantageous effect 1) in that, when an external 
information processing apparatus fails to receive a 
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disconnection notification representing disconnection of the 
external information processing apparatus from a network due 
to congestion in network and sudden power down of the 
external information processing apparatus, consistency of 
settings of a control program in an information processing 
apparatus can be established. 

Furthermore, because, in the invention in Claim 1, "the 
obtaining means repetitively obtains, from the network, 
fixed identification information and variable identification 
information corresponding to the external information 
processing apparatus, which is capable of connecting to the 
network, and the discriminating means performs 
discrimination in response to implementation of obtainment 
by the obtaining means" (Difference C) , by quickly detecting 
inconsistency of device settings in a case in which the 
information processing apparatus fails to receive the 
disconnection notification due to a cause such as sudden 
power down of the external information processing apparatus, 
the invention in Claim can cope with the situation 
(advantageous effect 2) ♦ 

Therefore, it is considered that an invention having 
three differences (Differences A, B, C) could not have 
easily been made even by persons skilled in the art from 
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Cited document 1 . 

A fact that the invention in Claim 1 produces 
advantageous effects that cannot be obtained from Cited 
document 1 strongly affirms so-called unobviousness of the 
above characteristic features of the inventions in the 
subject application, 

[2]-2 

Regarding Claim 12 

Claim 12 clearly differs from Cited document 2 in 
"discriminating means for discriminating whether or not the 
variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means and whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed by the managing means". 

In other words, "if the discriminating means determines 
that, although the variable identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means coincides . with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means, 
the fixed identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means does not coincide with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means" as 
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set forth in the Claims, the information processing 
apparatus uses the "search means" to perform searching again, 
assuming that the external information processing apparatus 
may be disconnected from the network without issuing the 
disconnection notification, Disclosure of organic 
interaction between the discriminating means and the 
searching means can never be obtained from Cited document 1. 

The above features produce an advantageous effect in 
that, even if the external information processing apparatus 
is disconnected from the network without issuing the 
disconnection notification, external information processing 
apparatus information that the information processing 
apparatus knows can correctly be recognized, 

(4) Conclusion 

As described above, the amended inventions in the 
subject application do not have any reason for refusal since 
they do not violate Patent Law Sections 29(2). Thus, it is 
concluded that the inventions in the subject application are 
worth being patented. 

Therefore, it is respectfully requested that the 
subject application be examined again and granted a patent. 
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[Claim 1] An information processing apparatus which 
can communicate via a network with an external information 
processing apparatus which issues a disconnection 
notification based on disconnection from the network , the 
information processing apparatus comprising : 

managing means for managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 

obtaining means for obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication; 

discriminating means for discriminating whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed by the managing means and whether or not 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means; and 

changing means for changing a setting of a control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information on the 
basis of the variable identification information obtained by 
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the obtaining means if the discriminating means determines 
that, although the fixed identification information obtained 
by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means, 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means does not coincide with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means L 
wherein: 

the obtaining means repetitively obtains fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information corresponding to the external information 
processing apparatus, which is capable of connecting to the 
network; and 

the discriminating means performs discrimination in 
response to implementation of obtainment by the obtaining 
means . 

[Claim 2] The information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 1, wherein: 

the managing means manages, * in the form of a list, the 
fixed identification information and variable identification 
information of the external information processing apparatus, 
which is capable of communication via the network; and 

the discriminating means performs the discrimination by 
discriminating whether or not the variable identification 
information and fixed identification information obtained by 
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the obtaining means exist in the list in response to the 
obtainment of the fixed identification information and 
variable identification information of the external 
information processing apparatus by the obtaining means. 

[Claim 3] The information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 1 or 2 , wherein the obtaining means 
issues a search request to the external information 
processing apparatus and obtains the fixed identification 
information and variable identification information added to 
the external information processing apparatus, which is 
capable of communication via the network, and 

the information processing apparatus further comprises 
job control means for controlling a job process so that, in 
a case in which a response to the request from the obtaining 
means is obtained and ' the discriminating means determines 
that, although the fixed identification information included 
in the response obtained by the obtaining means coincides 
with the fixed identification information managed by the 
managing means, the variable identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means does not coincide with the 
variable identification information managed by the managing 
means, the changing means changes the setting of the control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information by 
using the variable identification information, and the job 
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process is subsequently controlled so as to request the 
external information processing apparatus to execute a job, 
and so that, if the response from the obtaining means cannot 
be obtained, the job process is controlled so as not to 
request the execution of the job. 

[Claim 4J The information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 2, wherein, when fixed identification 
information added to the search request coincides with fixed 
identification information set in the external information 
processing apparatus, or when variable identification 
information added to the search request coincides with the 
variable identification information assigned to the external 
information processing apparatus, the external information 
processing apparatus responds to the information processing 
apparatus, which issues the search request, with a response 
including the variable identification information or. fixed 
identification information corresponding to the external 
information processing apparatus, and the obtaining means 
enters a mode for awaiting obtainment of the response to the 
search request, 

[Claim 5] An information processing method for an 
information processing apparatus which can communicate via a 
network with an external information processing apparatus 
which issues a disconnection notification based on 
disconnection from the network , the information processing 
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method comprising : 

a managing step of managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 

an obtaining step of obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication; 

a discriminating step of discriminating whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed in the managing step and whether the 
variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the variable identification 
information managed in the managing step; and 

a changing step of changing a setting of a control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information on the 
basis of the variable identification information obtained in 
the obtaining step if it is determined in the discriminating 
step that, although the fixed identification information 
obtained in the obtaining step coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed in the managing step, the 
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variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step does not coincide with the variable 
identification information managed in the managing step^_ 
wherein : 

in the obtaining step, fixed identification information 
and, variable identification information corresponding to, the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of connecting to the network, are repetitively obtained; and 

discrimination is performed in the discriminating step 
in response to implementation of obtainment in the obtaining 
step. 

[Claim 6] The information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 5, wherein: 

in the managing step, the fixed identification 
information and variable identification information of the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of communication, are managed in the form of a list; and 

the discrimination is performed in the discriminating 
step by discriminating whether or not the variable 
identification information and fixed identification 
information obtained in the obtaining means exist in the 
list in response to the obtainment of the fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information of the external information processing apparatus 
in the obtaining step. 
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[Claim 2] The information processing method according 
to Claim 5 or 6 , wherein: 

in the obtaining step, a search request is issued to 
the external information processing apparatus and the fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information added to the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication, are obtained; 
and 

the information processing method further comprises a 
job control step of controlling a job process so that, in a 
case in which a response to the request in the obtaining 
step is obtained and, in the discriminating step, it is 
determined that, although the fixed identification 
information included in the response obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed in the managing step, the variable 
identification information obtained in the obtaining step 
does not coincide with the variable identification 
information managed in the managing step, in the changing 
step, the setting of the control program for controlling the 
external information processing apparatus having the fixed 
identification information is changed by using the variable 
identification information, and the job process is 
subsequently controlled so as to request the external 
information processing apparatus to execute a job, and so 
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that, if the response in the obtaining step cannot be 
obtained, the job process is controlled so as not to request 
the execution of the job. 

[Claim B_] The information processing method according 
to Claim 7, wherein, when fixed identification information 
added to the search request coincides with fixed 
identification information set in the external information 
processing apparatus, or when variable identification 
information added to the search request coincides with the 
variable identification information assigned to the external 
information processing apparatus, the external information 
processing apparatus responds to the information processing 
apparatus, which issues the search request, with a response 
including the variable identification information or fixed 
identification information corresponding to the external 
information processing apparatus, and the obtaining means 
enters a mode for awaiting obtainment of the response to the 
search request, 

[Claim 9] A control program executed in an information 
processing apparatus which can communicate via a network 
with an external information processing apparatus which 
issues a disconnection notification based on disconnection 
from the network , the control program allowing the 
information processing apparatus to execute: 

a managing step of managing fixed identification 
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information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 

an obtaining step of obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication; 

a discriminating step of discriminating whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed in the managing step and whether the 
variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the variable identification 
information managed in the managing step; and 

a changing step of changing a setting of a control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information on the 
basis of the variable identification information obtained in 
the obtaining step if it is determined in the discriminating 
step that, although the fixed identification information 
obtained in the obtaining step coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed in the managing step, the 
variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step does not coincide with the variable 
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identification information managed in the managing step, 
wherein: 

in the obtaining step, fixed identification information 
and variable identification information corresponding to., the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of connecting to the network, are repetitively obtained; and 

discrimination is performed in the discriminating step 
in response to implementation of obtainment in the obtaining 
step, 

[Claim 10] A network system including an external 
information processing apparatus which issues a 
disconnection notification based on disconnection from a 
network and an information processing apparatus, wherein: 

the external information processing apparatus includes 
notification control means for controlling a process for 
notifying a predetermined common network address of set 
variable identification information and fixed identification 
information when the set variable identification information 
is changed or at predetermined time intervals; and 

the information processing apparatus comprises : 
managing means for associating variable 
identification information and fixed identification 
information obtained from the network with each other to 
form a set; 

obtaining means for executing a process for 
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repetitively obtaining the variable identification 
information and the fixed identification information which 
are. notified from the external information processing 
apparatus; and 

discriminating means for discriminating whether or 
not a set of the variable identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means and the fixed identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means differs from the 
set of variable identification information and fixed 
identification information which is managed by the managing 
means in response to the process for obtaining the variable 
identification information and the fixed identification 
information which are notified from the external information 
processing apparatus by the obtaining means. 

[Claim 11] A method for controlling a network 
including an external information processing apparatus which 
issues a disconnec tion notification based on disconnection 
from a network and an information processing apparatus, 
wherein: 

the external information processing apparatus executes 
a notification control step of controlling a process for 
notifying a predetermined common network address of set 
variable identification information and fixed identification 
information when the set variable identification information 
is changed or at predetermined time intervals; and 
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the information processing apparatus executes: 
a managing step of associating variable 
identification information and fixed identification 
information obtained from the network with each other to 
form a set; 

an obtaining step of executing a process for 
repetitively obtaining the variable identification 
information and the fixed identification information which 
are notified from the external information processing 
apparatus; and 

a discriminating step of discriminating whether or 
not a set of the variable identification information 
obtained in the obtaining step and the fixed identification 
information obtained in the obtaining step differs from the 
set of variable identification information and fixed 
identification information which is managed in the managing 
step in response to the process for obtaining the variable 
identification information and the fixed identification 
information which are notified from the external information 
processing apparatus in the obtaining step. 

[Claim 12] An information processing apparatus which 
can comm unicate via a network with an external information 
process ing apparatus which issues a disconnection 
notification ba sed on disconnection from the network, the 
information processing apparatus comprising; 
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managing means for managing fixed identification 
information fixedl y added to the external information 
processing apparat us and variable identification information 
variably added t o the external information processing 
apparatus; 

obtaining m eans for obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network from the external information processing 
apparat us, which is capable of communication; 

discriminat ing means for discriminating whether or not 
the var iable identification information obtained bv the 
obtaining means c oincides with the variable identification 
information man aged by the managing means and whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained by the 
obtaini ng means coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed by the managing means; and 

searching means for performing a search request for the 
external inform ation processing apparatus on the network if 
the disc riminating means determines that, although the 
variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means c oincides with the variable identification 
informa tion managed by the managing means, the fixed 
identification in formation obtained by the obtaining means 
does not coincide with the fixed identification information 
managed by the managing means. 
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.[Claim 13] The information processing apparatus 

according to Claim 12, wherein: 

the obtaini ng means repetitively obtains fixed 
identification in formation and variable identification 
informat ion corresponding to the external information 
processing apparatu s, which is capable of connecting to the 
network, from the network; and 

the discriminating me ans performs discrimination in 
response to implem entation of obtainment by the obtaining 
roeans^ 

[Claim 141 The information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 12 or 13, wherein: 

the managing means m anages, in the form of a list, the 
fixed identification infor mation and variable identification 
information of t he external information processing apparatus, 
which is capable of communication; and 

the discriminating m eans performs the discrimination bv 
discriminating wh ether or not the variable identification 
in formation and fixed identification information obtained bv 
the obtaining mea ns exist in the list in response to the 
obtainment of the fixed identification information and 
variable identification information of the external 
information proce ssing apparatus by the obtaining means. 

[Claim 15] The information processing apparatus 
according to one of Claims 12 to 14, wherein the searching 
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means includes storing means for receiving and storing, for 
updating, external information processing apparatus 
information from the external information processing 
apparatus on the network, 

[Claim 16] The information processing apparatus 
according to one of Claims 12 to 15, further comprising 
deleting means which, when the searching means searches for 
the external information processing apparatus and no 
response is received from the external information 
processing apparatus, deletes a device driver stored in the 
information processing apparatus, from which no response is 
received, 

[Claim 17] An information processing method for an 
information processing apparatus which can communicate via a 
network with an external information processing apparatus 
which issues a disconnection notification based on 
disconnection from the network, the information processing 
method comprising: 

a managing step of managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 

an obtaining step of obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
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the network from the external information processing 
apparat us, which is capable of communication; 

a discrimin ating step of discriminating whether the 
variab le identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step co incides with the variable identification 
information mana ged in the managing step and whether or not 
the fixed ident ification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the fixed identification 
informa tion managed in the managing step; and 

a searching step of performing a search request for the 
externa l information processing apparatus on the network if 
it is d etermined in the discriminating step that, although 
the var iable identification information obtained in the 
obtaini ng step coincides with the variable identification 
information managed in the managing step, the fixed 
identification information obtained in the obtaining step 
does not coincide with the fixed identification information 
managed in the managing step. 

[Claim 18] The information processing method according 
to Claim 17, wherein: 

in the obtai ning step, fixed identification information 
and variable id entification information corresponding to the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of conne cting to the network, are repetitively obtained from 
the network; and 
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discriminat ion is performed in the discriminating step 
in response to i mplementation of obtainment in the obtaining 
step. 

[Claim 19] The information processing method according 
to Claim 17 or 18, wherein: 

in the mana ging step, the fixed identification 
information and v ariable identification information of the 
external informa tion processing apparatus, which is capable 
of communication via the network, are managed in the form of 
a list; and 

the discrim ination is performed in the discriminating 
step by discriminating whether or not the variable 
identification information and fixed identification 
information obtained in the obtaining step exist in the list 
in response to the obtainment of the fixed identification 
information and variable identification information of the 
external information processing apparatus in the obtaining 
step. 

[Claim 20] The information processing method according 
to Claim 19, wherein the searching step includes a storing 
step of receiving and storing, for updating, external 
information processing apparatus information from the 
externa l information processing apparatus on the network. 

[Cla J-in 21] The information processing apparatus 
accordin g to one of Claims 17 to 20, further comprising a 
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deleting step of, when, in the searching step, the external 
information proc essing apparatus is searched for and no 
respons e is received from the external information 
processing appar atus, deleting a device driver stored in an 
information proce ssing apparatus from which no response is 
received, 

[Claim 221 A control program for allowing a computer 
to execute one of the methods in Claims 17 to 21. 

[Amendment 2] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0012 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0012] 

The invention in Claim 1 is an information processing 
apparatus which can communicate via a network with an 
external information processing apparatus which issues a 
disconn ection notification based on disconnection from the 
network, the information processing apparatus comprising : 

managing means for managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 
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obtaining means for obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network- from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication; 

discriminating means for discriminating whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed by the managing means and whether or not 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means; and 

changing means for changing a setting of a control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information on the 
basis of the variable identification information obtained by 
the obtaining means if the discriminating means determines 
that, although the fixed identification information obtained 
by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means, 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means does not coincide with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means^_ 
wherein; the obtaining means repetitively obtains, from the 
network, fixed identification information and variable 
identification information corresponding to the external 
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information processing apparatus, which is capable of 
connecting to the network; and 

the discriminating means performs discrimination in 
response to implementation of obtainment by the obtaining 
means. 

[Amendment 3] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0013 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 4] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0014 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0014] 

In a second invention, the managing means manages , in 
the form of a list, the fixed identification information and 
variable identification information of the external 
information processing apparatus, which is capable of 
communication via. the network, and the discriminating means 
performs the discrimination by discriminating whether or not 
the. variable identification information and fixed 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
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exist in the list in response to the obtainment of the fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information of the external information processing apparatus 
by the obtaining means . 

[Amendment 5] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0015 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0015]' 

In a third invention, the obtaining means issues a 
search request to the external information processing 
apparatus and obtains the fixed identification information 
and variable identification information added to the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of communication, and the information processing apparatus 
further comprises job control means for controlling a job 
process so that, in a case in which a response to the 
request from the obtaining means is obtained and the 
discriminating means determines that, although the fixed 
identification information included in the response obtained 
by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means, 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
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obtaining means does not coincide with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means, 
the changing means changes the setting of the control 
program for controlling the external information processing 
apparatus having the fixed identification information by 
using the variable identification information, and the job 
process is subsequently controlled so as to request the 
external information processing apparatus to execute a job, 
and so that, if the response from the obtaining means cannot 
be obtained, the job process is controlled so as not to 
request the execution of the job. 

[Amendment 6] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0016 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0016] 

In a fourth invention, when fixed identification 
information added to the search request coincides with fixed 
identification information set in the external information 
processing apparatus, or when variable identification 
information added to the search request coincides with the 
variable identification information assigned to the external 
information processing apparatus, the external information 
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processing apparatus responds to the information processing 
apparatus, which issues the search request, with a response 
including the variable identification information or fixed 
identification information corresponding to the external 
information processing apparatus, and the obtaining means 
enters a mode for awaiting obtainment of the response to the 
search request. 

[Amendment 7] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0017 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0017] 

A fifth invention is a network system including an 
external "information processing apparatus and an information 
processing apparatus, wherein the external information 
processing apparatus includes notification control means for 
controlling a process for notifying a predetermined common 
network address of set variable identification information 
and fixed identification information when the set variable 
identification information is changed or at predetermined 
time intervals, and managing means for associating variable 
identification information and fixed identification 
information obtained from the network with each other to 
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form a set, obtaining means for executing a process for 
repetitively obtaining the variable identification 
information and the fixed identification information which 
are notified from the external information processing ■ 
apparatus, and discriminating means for discriminating 
whether or not a set of the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means and the fixed 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
differs from the set of variable identification information . 
and fixed identification information which is managed by the 
managing means in response to the process for obtaining the 
variable identification information and the fixed 
identification information which are notified from the 
external information processing apparatus by the obtaining 
means ♦ 

[Amendment 8] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0018 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0018] 

A sixth invention is an information processing 
apparatus which can communicate via a network with an 
external information processing apparatus which issues a 
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disconnection notification based on disconnection from the 
network, the information processing apparatus comprising 
managing means for managing fixed identification information 
fixedly added to the external information processing 
apparatus and variable identification information variably 
added to the external information processing apparatus, 

obtaining means for obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication, discriminating 
means for discriminating whether or not the fixed 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
coincides with the fixed identification information managed 
by the managing means and whether or not the variable 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
coincides with the variable identification information 
managed by the managing means, and searching means for 
performing a search request for the external information 
processing apparatus on the network if the discriminating 
means determines that, although the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means coincides with 
the variable identification information managed by the 
managing means, the fixed identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means does not coincide with the 
fixed identification information managed by the managing 
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means. Other inventions are inventions extracted from the 
following embodiments. 
[Indication of Fees] 

[Prepayment Registration No,] 011224 

[Amount of Payment] 18000 
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PROGRAM, AND NETWORK SYSTEM 
CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
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The inventions in Claims 1-11 of this patent 
application are refused for the reason as stated in the 
Notification of Reason for Refusal dated January 20, 2005. 

The argument and amendment have been examined, but no 
basis sufficient to overthrow the previously given reason 
for refusal has been found, 



Remark: 
a . 

In the Argument, the applicant asserts that 
"although Cited document 1 describes that "after a network 
device transmits a set of an updated IP address and SLMID" 
to a different device, in an address table of the different 
device, only an IP address corresponding to an unchanged IP 
address is updated", Cited document 1 does not describe how 
the discrimination is performed for updating, and it may not 
be said that Cited document 1 includes an explicit 
description of "discriminating means for discriminating 
whether or not the fixed identification information obtained 
by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means and 
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whether or not the variable identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means coincides with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means" or 
it may not be said that Cited document 1 has a similar 
description (Difference A)". 

However, Cited document 1 (Japanese Patent Laid-open No. 
2001-326656) describes, as the feature described in also the 
above Argument and an address table updating case, "in the 
first case, any of the IP address and SLMID of corresponding 
information included in the exchange request is not included 
in the address table 504, and, in the second case, only one 
of the IP address and SLMID of corresponding information 
included in the exchange request is included in the address 
table 504" (see paragraph number [0053]). These portions 
clearly indicate that it is discriminated whether or not 
SLMID coincides and whether or not the IP » address coincides. 
Thus, these portions correspond to, in the subject 
application, "discriminating means for discriminating 
whether or not the fixed identification information obtained 
by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means and 
whether or not the variable identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means coincides with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means". 
Therefore, the applicant's assertion cannot be admitted, 

b- ' 

In the Argument, the applicant asserts that 
"in addition, from the reason in the Premise, Cited document 
1 never includes "changing means for changing a setting of a 
control program for. controlling the external information 
processing apparatus having the fixed identification 
information on the basis of the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means if the 
discriminating means determines that, although the fixed 
identification information obtained by the* obtaining means 
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coincides with the fixed identification information managed 
by the managing means r the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means does not 
coincide with the variable identification information 
managed by the managing means" (Difference B)". 

However, Cited document 1 describes "if the address 
table 504 includes corresponding information matching only 
one of the pair of the IP address and SLMID indicated in the 
exchange request, the corresponding information is 
overwritten by the pair indicated in the exchange request" 
(see paragraph number [0062]). This indicates that, if 
SLMID coincides and the IP address does not coincide, the 
address table is changed, and accordingly corresponds to, in 
the subject application, "changing means for changing a 
setting of a control program for controlling the external 
information processing apparatus having the fixed 
identification information on the basis of the variable 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
if the discriminating means determines that, although the 
fixed identification information obtained by the obtaining 
means coincides with the fixed identification information 
managed by the managing means, the variable identification 
information obtained by the obtaining means does not 
coincide with the variable identification information 
managed by the managing means". Therefore, the applicant's 
assertion cannot be admitted. 

c - 

In the Argument, the applicant asserts that 
"furthermore, because, in the invention in Claim 1, "the 
obtaining means repetitively obtains, from the network, 
fixed identification information and variable identification 
information corresponding to the external information 
processing apparatus, which is capable of connecting to the 
network, and the discriminating means performs 
discrimination in response to implementation of obtainment 
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by the obtaining means" (Difference C) , by quickly detecting 
inconsistency of device settings in a case in which the 
information processing apparatus fails to receive the 
disconnection notification due to a cause such as sudden 
power down of the external information processing apparatus, 
the invention in Claim can cope with the situation 
(advantageous effect 2)". 

Cited document 1 describes that, in a case such as when 
the configuration- of a network changes, an exchange request 
is issued, and this differs from, in the subject application, 
"one that repetitively obtains fixed identification 
information and variable identification information 
corresponding to an external information processing 
apparatus which can connect to a network". However, to 
periodically update an address table is common matter. 
Accordingly, whether to "repetitively obtain fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information corresponding to an external information 
processing apparatus, which is capable connecting to a 
network" is simply matter of design that should be selected 
as needed by a person skilled in the art. 

Therefore, the inventions in Claims 1-11 of the subject 
application are still not allowed to be patented under the 
provision of Patent Law Section 29(2) on the basis of the 
reason as stated in the Notification of Reason for Refusal 
dated January 20, 2005. 



If the applicant has any objection against this 
decision, an appeal trial can be demanded to the 
Commissioner of the Patent Office within 30 days (90 days 
for residents outside Japan) from the date on which the copy 
of this decision was transmitted (Patent Law Section 121(1)). 
(Instruction based on Administrative Case Litigation Law 
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Section 46(2) ) 

An action demanding annulment can be instituted only 
against a trial decision on the appeal over this decision of 
refusal (Patent Law Section 178(6)). 



I certify that matters described above are identical with 
those recorded on the file. 

Date of certification: May 25, 2005 

Administrative Official of Ministry of Economy, Trade and 
Industry: Emiko HI RASE 
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Commissioner of the Patent Office 
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[Application No.] Patent Application No. 2002-204282 

Appeal case against Decision of 
Refusal 
22 



[Kind of Appeal] 



[Number of Claims] 
[Appellant] 

[Id. No.] 

[Address] 

[Name] 

[Representative] 
[Phone No. ] 
[Agent] 
[Id. No.] 
[Address] 

[Patent Attorney] 
[Name] 
[Phone No.] 
[Sub-agent] 
[Id. No.] 
[Address] 
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Shimomaruko 3-chome Ohta-ku, Tokyo 

[Patent Attorney] 

[Name J Hirokazu UCHIO 

[Phone No.] 03-3758-2111 
[Appeal Fee] 

[Prepayment Registration No.] 011224 

[Amount of Payment] 170500 
[Gist of Demand] Appellant demands an appeal decision that 
the original decision should be cancelled and the present 
application should be granted a patent. 
[Reasons for Demand] 

The Examiner issued the Decision of Refusal on May 31, 
2005 (dispatch date) . The appellant, however, is not 
satisfied with the reason of the decision and therefore has 
filed an appeal. 

The detailed reasons for demand will follow this Appeal 
Appellant respectfully requests the court to thoroughly 
examine the reasons for demand and to render a decision as 
stated in the Gist of Demand. 
[List of Documents Submitted] 

[No. of General Power of Attorney] 9908388 
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[Claims] 

[Claim 1] An information processing apparatus which 
can communicate via a network with an external information 
processing apparatus which issues a disconnection 
notification based on disconnection from the network, the 
information processing apparatus comprising: 

managing means for managing fixed identification 
information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus/ 

obtaining means for obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information from 
the external information processing apparatus, which is 
capable of communication; 

discriminating means for discriminating whether or not 
the variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means and whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed by the managing means; and 

searching means for performing a search request for the ' 
external information processing apparatus on the network if 
the discriminating means determines that, although the 
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variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means, the fixed 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
does not coincide with the fixed identification information 

managed by the managing means. 

[Claim 2] The information processing apparatus 

according to Claim 1, wherein: 

the obtaining means repetitively obtains fixed 

identification information and variable identification 

information corresponding to .the external information 

processing apparatus, which is capable of connecting to the 

network, from the network; and 

the discriminating means performs discrimination in 

response to implementation of obtainment by .the obtaining 

means . 

[Claim 3] The information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein: 

the managing means manages, in the form of a list, the 
fixed identification information and variable identification 
information of the external information processing apparatus, 
which is capable of communication via the network/ and 

the discriminating means performs the discrimination by 
discriminating whether or not the variable identification 
information and fixed identification information obtained by 



3 - 



02/20/2007 15:46 FAX 1212 218 4552 FITPATRICK - NV 



@0B6 



the obtaining means exist in the list in response to the 
obtainment of the fixed identification information and 
variable identification information of the external 
information processing apparatus by the obtaining means. 

[Claim A] The information processing apparatus 
according to one of Claims 1 to 3, wherein the searching 
means includes storing means for receiving and storing, for 
updating, external information processing apparatus 
information from the external information processing 
apparatus on the network. 

[Claim 5] The information processing apparatus 
according to one of Claims 1 to 4, further comprising 
deleting means which, when the searching means searches for 
the external information processing apparatus and no 
response is received from the external information 
processing apparatus, deletes a device driver stored in the 
information processing apparatus, from which no response is 
received. 

[Claim 6] An information processing method for an 
information processing apparatus which can communicate via a 
network with an external information processing apparatus 
which issues a disconnection notification based on 
disconnection from the network, the information processing 
method comprising: 

a managing step of managing fixed identification 
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information fixedly added to the external information 
processing apparatus and variable identification information 
variably added to the external information processing 
apparatus; 

an obtaining step of obtaining the fixed identification 
information and the variable identification information via 
the -network from the external information processing 
apparatus, which is capable of communication; 

a discriminating step of discriminating whether the 
variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the variable identification 
information managed in the managing step and whether or not 
the fixed identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the fixed identification 
information managed in the managing step; and 

a searching step of performing a search request for the 
external information processing apparatus on the network if 
it is determined in the discriminating step that, although 
the variable identification information obtained in the 
obtaining step coincides with the variable identification 
information managed in the managing step, the fixed 
identification information obtained in the obtaining step 
does not coincide with the fixed identification information 
managed in the managing step. 

[Claim 7] The information processing method according 
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to Claim 6, wherein': 

in the obtaining step, fixed identification information 
and variable identification information corresponding to the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of connecting to the network, are repetitively obtained from 
the network; and 

discrimination is performed in the discriminating step 
in response to implementation of obtainment in the obtaining 
step. 

[Claim 8] The information processing method according 
to Claim 6 or 7, wherein: in the managing step, the fixed 
identification information and variable identification 
information of the external information processing apparatus, 
which is capable of communication via the network, are 
managed in the form of a list; and the discrimination is 
performed in the discriminating step by discriminating 
whether or not the variable identification information and 
fixed identification information obtained' in the obtaining 
step exist in the list in response to the obtainment of the 
fixed identification information and variable identification 
information of the external information processing apparatus 
in the obtaining step. 

[Claim 9] The information processing method according 
to Claim 8, wherein the searching step includes a storing 
step of receiving and storing, for updating, external 
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information processing apparatus information from the 
external information processing apparatus on the network. 

[Claim 10] The information processing apparatus 
according to one of Claims 6 to 9, further comprising a 
deleting step of, when, in the searching step, the external 
information processing apparatus is searched for and no 
response is received from the external information 
processing apparatus, deleting a device driver stored in an 
information processing apparatus from which no response is 
received. 

[Claim 11] A control program for allowing a computer 
to execute one of the methods in Claims 6 to 10. 

[Amendment 2] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0012 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

(Amendment 3] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0014 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 4 ] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
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[Name of Item to be Amended] 0015 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 5] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0016 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 6] ■ 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0017 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 7] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0018 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0018] 

An aspect of the present invention provides an 
information processing apparatus which can communicate via a 
network with an external information processing apparatus 
which issues a disconnection notification based on 
disconnection from the network, the information processing 
apparatus comprising: managing means for managing fixed 
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identification information fixedly added to the external 
information processing apparatus and variable identification 
information variably added to the external information 
processing apparatus; obtaining means for obtaining the 
fixed identification Information and the variable 
identification information via the network from the external 
information processing apparatus, which is capable of 
communication; discriminating means for discriminating 
whether or not the variable identification information 
obtained by the obtaining means coincides with the variable 
identification information managed by the managing means and 
whether or not the fixed identification information obtained 
by the obtaining means coincides with the fixed 
identification information managed by the managing means; 
and searching means for performing a search request for the 
external information processing apparatus on the network if 
the discriminating means determines that, although the 
variable identification information obtained by the 
obtaining means coincides with the variable identification 
information managed by the managing means, the fixed 
identification information obtained by the obtaining means 
does not coincide with the fixed identification information 
managed by the managing means. Other inventions are 
inventions extracted from the following embodiments. 
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[Amendment 8] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0061 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 

[0061] 
[Advantages] 

As described above, fixed identification information 
fixedly added to an external information processing 
apparatus and variable identification information variably 
added to the external information processing apparatus are 
managed and the fixed identification information and the 
variable identification information are obtained from the 
external information processing apparatus, which is capable 
of communication. By discriminating whether or not the 
obtained variable identification information coincides with 
the managed variable identification information, if it is 
determined that, although the obtained variable 
identification information coincides with the managed 
variable identification information, the obtained fixed 
identification information does not coincide with the fixed 
identification information, a search request is performed 
for the external information processing apparatus on the 
network. 
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[Name of Document] 
[Date of Submission] 
[Addressee] 



Amendment 
August 1, 2005 

Commissioner of the Patent Office 



[Description of the Case] 

[Appeal No*] Objection 2005-12370 

[Application No..] Patent Application No. 2002-204282 

[Person Submitting the Amendment] 



[Id. No.] 
[Address] 

[Name] 

[Representative] 
[Phone No. ] 
[Agent] 
[Id. No,] 
[Address]. 



000001007 

30-2, Shimomaruko 3-chome, Ohta-ku, 
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03-3758-2111 



100090538 

c/o CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA, 30-2, 
Shimomaruko 3-chome Ohta-ku, Tokyo 

[Patent Attorney] 
[Name] 
[Phone No . ] 
[Amendment 1] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Appeal 
[Name of Item to be Amended] Grounds of Appeal 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 



Keizo NISHIYAMA 
03-3758-2111 
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[Grounds of Appeal] 
[Procedure History] 

July 12, 2002 

December 14, 2004 

December 14, 2004 

December 20, 2004 

January 25, 2005 
March 28, 2005 
March 28, 2005 
May 31, 2005 
June 30, 2005 



Application 

Request for Examination 
Amendment 

Explanation of Circumstances 
Concerning Accelerated Examination 
Notification of Reason for Refusal 
Argument 
Amendment 

Decision of Refusal dispatched 
Appeal 



[Gist of Decision of Refusal] 

In the Decision of Refusal dispatched on May 31, 2005, 
the Examiner states the findings that "The inventions in 
Claims 1-11 of this patent application are refused for the 
reason, as stated in the Notification of Reason for Refusal 
dated January 20, 2005", "The argument and amendment have 
been examined, but no basis sufficient to overthrow the 
previously given reason for refusal has been found", and 
"the inventions in Claims 1-11 of the subject application 
are still not allowed to be patented under the provision of 
Patent Law Section 29(2) on the basis of the reason as 
stated in the Notification of Reason. for Refusal dated 
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January 20, 2005" . 

[Reason for the Inventions in the Subject Application 
to Be Patented] 

The applicant believes that the reason for refusal has 
been overthrown concerning the inventions in Claim 12 and 
the subsequent Claims. The inventions in old Claims 12 to 
22 have been rewritten to the inventions in new Claims 1 to 
11. Regarding old Claims 1 to 11, the applicant will file a 
divisional application. 

Therefore, the applicant thinks that the inventions in 
the subject application can be patented. The applicant has 
performed the procedure, assuming that the reason for 
refusal has been overthrown concerning old Claims 12 to 22. 
If the Examiner finds that the subject application has a 
reason which is not described in the Decision of Refusal, it 
is respectfully requested that the Examiner issue a Reason 
for Refusal in reconsideration by examiner before appeal 
(Patent Law Section 163(2)). 

[Conclusion] 

Since the applicant thinks that the inventions in the 
subject application can be patented, it is respectfully 
requested that the Examiner issues a Decision .to Grant a 
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Patent or Appeal Decision by performing examination again or 
appeal examination. 
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Reference No. 4630002 Dispatch No. 313889 

Dispatch Date: August 23, 2005 
Decision bo Grant a Patent 



[Reconsideration by Examiner before Appeal] 

The original decision has been cancelled. 

This patent application is to be granted a patent, 

since no reason for refusal has been found. 



I certify that matters described above are identical with 
those recorded on the file. 

Date of certification: August 22, 2005 

Administrative Official of Ministry of Economy, Trade and 
Industry; Emiko HIRASE 

Remark: It is necessary to pay the annual fee within 30 days 
from the date of receipt of this document. 
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